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Dreadful Work - Lemmy

Today we take a small break from OIDC matters and move to the usual "username + password (+OTP)", turning
our gaze towards the RAT (actually I think they are lemmings, but as far as I remember they were things
that committed suicide both in video games and in real life, so I feel more comfortable thinking of them as
rats): Lemmy, a link aggregator like Reddit, but decentralized, federatable and so on, the usual song and
dance.

The attentive reader will wonder why I intend to tackle the installation of a gadget so backward it doesn't
have 0IDC: the answer is simple: it doesn't have it yet. We are at version 0.19.17, and SSO will be
possible (apparently) only from version 1.x, which is in development but hasn't even been released in
alpha. And there are no alternatives.

So, cut the chatter.

Step 1: Installation

Like the other times, we will use good old Docker. Let's create the directory:

Then let's go with docker-compose.yml :
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Keep in mind that PICTRS__API_KEY="e851f7ee8ca705c7a04af1374694e4c0de188687h71f1lcef8750a4260197Ff1" and
POSTGRES_PASSWORD=ab1c3da5295ff9f3f5e2e6da0309cf3af3cf88e8581c3b4f4ead65b6bF0835¢c3 were created with openssl rand -hex
32,

Next, it's the turn of lemmy.hjson :
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The admin_password: "74a330c89f8a3f901e0a224eaedceb9c0766649cf016d9f039efofocO3e013ed" was set, as before, via
openssl; the values of api_key and postgres password were replaced. The email section must also be
configured according to your mail provider (such as Brevo).

at this point:

- =B

Step 2: the non-direct proxy (revproxy)

Lemmy consists of NO LESS than two main services: frontend and backend, so we will use nginx for the
reverse proxy:
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This creates a service reachable at nttp://lemmy.example.org and it's in plain text (port 80); it is assumed

that the reverse proxy is on the same machine running Docker with the services; otherwise, the upstream
blocks must be changed to point to something other than 127.0.0.1, namely the address of the machine hosting
the containers.

If you then want to expose everything in TLS, you can use Cloudflare with its cloudflared tunnels (formerly
Argo), or - if the machine with nginx is reachable from the outside - use certbot: certbot nginx -d

lemmy.example.org .

Startup

Point your browser to https://lemmy.example.org and use the credentials entered in the admin block of
lemmy.hjson . Those credentials are only for the setup: if you change them, they will remain changed.

[May the big mole be with you]

[EOF]



